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THF rank of the different cafts is not only laid
<Lt\vn in the \edahs, or facred books of the Hindoo^
but their duties are prefcribcd there with fome pre-
rlfion. <fc The duty of the Brahmins is peace, fclf-
r^itraiu?, prtiL'nce, rectitude, wifdom, and learning.
Thole of the Katry, or military caft, arc bravery,
glory, nor to flee from the field, rectitude, genero-
fily, and princely conduct* Thi natural duty of
ito* Bhyfe* is to cultivate the land, to tend the cat-
tle, to buy Mid fell. The natural order of the Sor-
Jcra v fcniJadc'.** This lacred volume proceeded
fn>m Brliuh.*, one of the threef children of Brahma,
thj Supreme Being* The Stiftras and Pouranahs
are commentaries upon thcfe, and like the traditions
of the Jews and of the Romifli church, of very high
authority, but not equally holy^ nor binding upon
conduct*

THE Brahmins alone are permitted to read and
explain the vedahs; the other claffes would incur
inexpiable guilt by infpe&ing them: the Katry tribe
is alone allowed to hear them; the Pouranahs are
deemed fnillciently facred to be liftened to by vulgar
ears; even to hear the fcriptures read is deemed too
great a privilege fpr the degraded race of Soderas.

A& if-Acfe rcflriftions were inefficient, every pro-
feifion diu! art has a diftinft rank and ftation affigned
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* VJilc Bhagvat Gecfsu
* Tito utluT two urc Vifhttu and Sheva.